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like your Highness to be his good and gracious Lord. And whereas
Mr. Poynings, late Captain of your Majesty's Guard here, is de-
ceased, if your Highness shall think Mr. Dudley able to succeed
him in that room, we request at our humble intercession that he
may be admitted thereto, if it may so stand with your most
gracious pleasure.
And thus beseeching your Highness to accept our poor service,
albeit the success in all things was not such as we wished, yet was
the enterprise of our enemies disappointed, and the defeat of
their enterprise could not have been otherwise done. We beseech
your Majesty to consider that more of their part were slain than
of ours, that the fortress is in as great misery as before, and that
only the sudden flight of our second line kept us from a full victory.
And if any disorder there were, we assure your Majesty it was
no default in the rulers, nor lack of courage on their part. It was
the fault of a humor that sometimes reigneth in Englishmen.
Most humbly thanking your Majesty that it hath pleased the
same to consider the payment of the men here. Such payment
shall much revive their hearts to adventure most willingly their
lives in your Majesty's service, according to their most bounden
duty, in order to make recompence for the disorder that now they
have made. And thus we pray to God to preserve your most ex-
cellent Majesty. From your Highness's Town of Boulogne this 8
January, 1546.                           Your Majesty's most humble,
And obedient servants,
And subjects,
H. Surrey.
Hugh Paulet.                                                Henry Palmer.
Richard Cavindish.                                       John Bridges.
Richard Wyndebank.
[Postscript.] Whereas we think that this victual that they have put
into the fortress can serve for no long time (wherefore it is to be
thought the enemy will attempt the like again shortly), it may
please your Majesty to resolve what is further to be done by us.
For the declaration of our poor opinion therein, we are sending
Mr. Ellerkar to your Majesty, to whom may it please your
Highness to give credit in that behalf. The present tempest of the
weather being such, we have thought it meet to send these before
and to stay him for a better passage.4
* P.R.O., Fr. Corres., VI, 2; printed by Nott, p. 198.